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Who Am I?
Michael L. Clay is a Multimedia
Visual Storyteller, Teaching Artist &
Everything in Between for over 10
years. In 2006, Michael picked up
the camera while studying abroad in
South Africa where he photographed
architectural and travel landscape
photography.

Architectural photography focuses on
structures and buildings as subjects.
Exterior architecture photography falls
under landscape photography. This type
of photography focuses on the artistic
representation of city landscapes.

Travel Landscape photography
captures culture bringing images of a land
and its people to the rest of the world that
are shown in magazines like National
Geographic.

Through photography, his trip to South
Africa opened his eyes to a new continent
and point of view.

Six years later while looking for a wedding
photographer, he fell in love with
photography. Michael loved the way his
wedding photographer told stories
through his lens. The wedding
photographer declined when he asked if if
he could teach him. Michael already had
a camera, a Canon T2i but he decided to
buy a Nikon D5100 bundled kit in
Delaware to get multiple lenses. Michael
didn’t feel equipped to photograph
people so he went back to old faithful,
landscape photography. This time it was
nature and minimalist landscapes.

Nature Landscape photography
focuses on capturing wide scenic
images of natural landscapes.

Minimalist Landscapes starts
with focusing on the most essential
in your photos and cutting away
everything else.

He went out on dates with his wife
where they had friendly photo
competitions shooting during the
golden hour where the sun wasn’t
directly beaming down on our
heads, sometimes on cloudy days
and even rainy days.

Share with us:
What made you get into
photography?
Share with us some of your first
photographs?
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Those same photos we captured
started to become well liked so much
so that people wanted to buy our
photos. I didn’t know the first thing
about selling photographs but I knew if
people liked them that I needed to
create a business to protect my work. I
asked my wife if she wanted to start a
photography business with me and she
said “Yes!” I continued shooting
landscapes and slowly started
practicing portraits of my family after
they got off work. This is where I began
learning about three (3) point lighting.

Three (3) point lighting consists of 3 light
sources:

Main or Key Light - This sets the tone
for the type of shot that you want.

Fill Light - Captures the shadows
coming from the opposite side of the
face.

Hair Light - Takes the subject off the
background as to not blend in with it.

Once I began getting more comfortable
close friends asked if I could take
photographs of them. I emphatically
said “YES” because I knew I wouldn’t
be judged if it didn’t come out as well.

After a few portrait photoshoots I felt
comfortable enough and ready to
branch out to outside clients.

My first outside client was Jubilee
Children’s Entertainment. They were
branching off to a bigger market and
wanted photos taken of their
performance at Clementon Park. I was
hired once I showed them our portfolio.

We got to Clementon Park almost an
hour before the event.

The public workshop (class) event
was used to give school districts,
families and any other outside entities
an opportunity to see what Jubilee had
to offer.

After helping move some items into the
tent where the event was held, I
checked my settings on my camera. I
took a few practice shots with the Nikon
D5100 with the 18-55mm kit lens in the
tent and waited for the event to start.

The music began to play and people
started rolling in. The crowd kept getting
bigger and bigger. So I had to move
back and sometimes outside of the
tent to get the wider shots.

I didn’t really like how they turned
out, so I switched to my 35mm
lens. My shots began to become
blurry, the color was off and the sun
beaming directly above us. The
settings I set didn’t work as the
environment kept changing so
quickly.

I realized at this point that there was
a major difference between indoor
and outdoor photography. Lighting
and settings. When I performed
indoors the the light never changed
compared to the suns movements
and my settings rarely changed
indoors.

Note: Using the 18-55mm kit lens
didn’t give me full control because
the 18mm focal length started at an
aperture of f3.5. This meant that my
photos began to get darker under
the tent which I didn’t like so I
decided to change lenses. On the
other hand, being at f3.5 kept my
photos in focus which I didn’t
understand at that time.
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Auto Direct
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If I had understood depth of field,
camera to subject distance and focal
length at the time I could have
created more photographs with
way less pressure on myself.
Instead I settled for what I knew at that
time. I don't want you to get into the
same predicaments as me so lets
breakdown depth of field and what
controls it.

Depth of Field (DOF) - is the area in a
photograph that will be in acceptable
focus and is a measurable distance.
There are 2 types of DOF; shallow and
large.

What controls DOF?
• F-Stop
• Camera 2 Subject Distance
• Focal Length

F-stop
The smaller the f stop the shallower
the DOF.

The larger the f-stop the larger the
DOF.

Camera 2 Subject Distance
The closer the camera is to the
subject, the shallower the DOF.

The further the camera is from the
subject, the larger the DOF.

Focal Length - Distance between
the principle plane of the lens to the
focal plane (sensor plane) when
focused at infinity

The longer the focal length of the
lens, the shallower the DOF.

The shorter the focal length, the larger
the DOF.

Chapter 4: Defining Your Shots

Bokeh - The aesthetic quality of the
blur produced in out-of-focus parts of
an image.

The smaller the bokeh circles are to
the subject, the larger the DOF.

The bigger the bokeh circles are to the
subject, the shallower the DOF.

Angle of View - As the focal length
decreases, the angle of view
increases. As the focal length
increases, the angle of view
decreases.

Convergence - Also known as
keystone is a perspective of distortion.

Leading Lines - a technique of
composition where the viewer’s
attention is drawn to lines that lead to
the main subject of the image.

Camera Angle - Position the subject
relative to their height.

Prime Lens - a fixed focal
length lens that does not allow you to
zoom in or out.

Zoom Lens - a type of
camera lens that offers the
photographer a useful range of
different focal lengths in a single lens.



Around this time our wedding
photographer was getting back to us
with our wedding book. I showed him
my new website. He looked at it and
told me, “Delete everything! You’re
going to be my apprentice.” I had
two different bodies and lenses. I had to
make a choice between Canon and
Nikon. I didn’t do much research. My
main thought was that if my mentor was
Nikon then maybe I should go with
Nikon, so I did.

There should have been more research
involved. For example:

1. Determining the type of camera
• Brand
• DSLR
• Mirrorless
• Film
• Point & Shoot

2. What type of camera sensor
• Cropped Sensor
• Full Frame
• Medium Format
• Large Format

3. Type of Lenses
• Plastic
• Glass

4. Buying New vs Used
• The Pros & Cons

As a seasoned photographer, I look
for cameras that can handle all sides
of my business. I tend to use full
frame; 35mm film frame sensor. Both
my Nikon and Canon in the
beginning were crop sensors. Crop
sensors have a smaller frame size
compared to the full frame giving it a
1.6 magnification. This means if I had
a 35mm lens on my full frame it
would be 35mm but if I took that
same lens and attached it to a crop
sensor, it would be 56mm. I now use
mirrorless cameras for the weight
difference and new technology. Glass
lenses tend to give your photo a
crisper look, even though I’ve
purchased some great plastic. Most
of the time I purchase used
equipment first or trade in for new or
used.
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I remember one of my first jobs working as
a 3rd photographer under my
apprenticeship was for a wedding. Both of
my mentors were present and it was
around the reception. So I went around
shooting the participants at the party. My
photos weren't coming out so well so I
popped on my on-camera flash and
turned the flash directly on this young kid
and took the shot. It was way over blown.
One of my mentors came over to me and
said “Don’t ever point a flash like this
directly on people! Especially
children, its got to bounce off the
walls.” Later that week in the studio is
where I learned how to Blow out the
Background.

Blowing out the background includes:
• A white backdrop
• 3 lights or flashes
• A camera
• 2 receivers

Once I learned this concept I took it on
the road. My wife and I had been
taking photos at our church and the
pastor had asked us if we could take
photos for a Father’s Day event with
the white background. This was the
photoshoot where I realized I didn’t truly
understand the concept of flash. It was
more than just making the background
white. I wasn’t understanding what the
flash did, where it went in different
environments and how to compensate
for it in camera. I was unable to fix the
issue in post production. A year later, I
was asked to do a wedding shoot for
the same family and that same photo
was brought in the conversation. The
now bride felt that I couldn’t handle
photographing her wedding because
of that mistake in the photo. Luckily
she approved of us to photograph her
special day. That one shot could
have ruined my chances. I felt that I
needed more experience to be able to
truly understand my camera so I took a
weekend bootcamp under PPA
(Professional Photographers of
America).

Chapter 6: Understanding flash



After the bootcamp, I was hired by a
company that was in need of a
photographer. The first assignment
was a real estate job with Rowan
University. Real estate
photography is architecture
photography where you can
photograph a home, a model home
for a developer, investor or real estate
agency. At Rowan, a developer was
creating new dormitories and needed
photos of it for the upcoming school
year.

My next assignment with them was a
huge opportunity with Shoprite where
I ventured into food photography and
food styling professionally. Food
photography is a still
life photography genre used to create
attractive photographs of food. Food
styling is the process to make the
food look attractive in the finished
photograph.

In my spare time, my wife and I
would go to a botanical garden and
take photos. It was soo relaxing and
it felt like what we did at the
beginning of this journey. I had
purchased some extension tubes
to get closer shots on the flowers. I
now had ventured into macro
photography. Macro photography
is the ability to focus from infinity to
1:1 magnification.

Chapter 7: I Tried…

This is where I learned about the
different types of flash such as:

• Rembrandt - A triangle shape is
placed on the opposite side of the
key light source.

• Split - when half of the subject's
face is lit, while the other half is left
dark.

• Broad - the broad side of the
subject's face that is turned toward
the camera is lit the most.

• Short - where the subject is lit
from the side of their face that is
farthest from the camera.

• Butterfly - creates a shadow
under the nose that resembles
a butterfly.

I would always photograph in RAW
with my mentor but I never fully
understood what RAW was and why
we chose it over Jpeg.

RAW is not an image file but it
captures the most data whereas
Jpeg is a compressed image file.
With Jpeg’s compression, you lose a
lot of data in its process and post
production.



Chapter 8: I Found My Niche’

It was at this time that I found my
niche’ and calling at the same time.
In doing this class I realized that this
niche’ was in all my work from the
beginning. I was able to tell my
stories through Candid portraiture.
Candid portraiture gives me a the
freedom to tell a different narrative
with every photo that I take. I can
capture people in their most genuine
element. A place where they feel the
most comfortable. I enjoy the 1 on 1
interactions, the hidden gems and
those in the moment photographs.

Thank you all for purchasing the
class. I look forward to doing many
more.

Interested in the equipment
mentioned in this class, go to
kit.co/DBD.
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dbdcreativeagency@gmail.com
www.dbdcreativeagency.com


